Concordia University 
Faculty of Fine Arts Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of April 21, 2006 


Present: C. Wild (Chair), L. Berezowsky, D. Berthiaume, Y. Bilodeau, R. Cross, C. De 
Grandpre, B. Foss, R. Kenneally, W. Krol, R. Lachapelle, L. Lerner, Z. 
Levinson, T. Little, C. MacKenzie, C. Milot, M. Murphy-Perron, K. Perry, G. 
Powell, R. Reid, M. Reinhart, T. Stathopoulos, T. Waugh 


Absent: A. Cappelluto, A. Dutkewych, R. Ellias, A. Fairchild, A. Fargnoli, D. Jojich, R. 
Kerr, M. Longford, M. Milhorat, T. Misu, D. Oxley, S. Paikowsky, G. 
Schwartz, S. Snow 


Guests: W. Curran, C. Rideout, K. Adams, C. Russell 


1. Approval of the Agenda 

The agenda was approved. 

2; Approval of the Minutes of March 17, 2006 

The following 4 corrections were noted: on page 3 paragraph 2 “last year” was written twice; 
the first paragraph on page 4 should read: “It is available to Canadian students and Canadian 


residents only”; the last paragraph on page 5 should read $24,000 rather than $24,00 and 
$64,000 rather than $64,00. 


MOTION: (L. Lerner, G. Powell) 
“that the minutes of the meeting of March 17, 2006, as corrected, be approved.” 


CARRIED 


3. Business Arising from the Minutes 


e Associate Dean Cappelluto was unable to attend Council to report on the “Aid to 
Scholarly Publication Support” grant but sent the following information via the 
Chair. 

This grant has been very favourably received. The application process has been 
started and there are a number of applications pending. There will be a full report 
at a future Council meeting. Interested faculty should contact Associate Dean 
Cappelluto for information. 


4. Chair’s Remarks 
The Dean made the following remarks: 
e The Dean had recently attended a student retention workshop. University 


representatives from across Canada and the US were present. The group that 
attended from Concordia is preparing a report, which will highlight issues to be 


addressed at Concordia to better retain and support students. The Dean noted the 
importance of retention: a 1% increase in student retention represents close to 240 
FTE students throughout Concordia. 

e On April 12, 2006, the Dean made her presentation to the Board of Governors on 
the issues and challenge for the future in Fine Arts. Surprisingly, there were no 
budget questions asked by members of the Board. The Dean distributed copies of 
the presentation to Council. 

e Catherine Russell from the Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema has been awarded 
the Concordia University Research Award (Senior) for the 2007-08 year. 

e SSHRC and FQRSC recipients have just been announced, and Fine Arts has been 
very successful in both competitions. 

e Construction of the Art Gallery in the EV building will begin shortly. The opening 
is scheduled for September 1. 

e There have been ongoing discussions on space in the VA and EV buildings. Brian 
Barron is a consultant who has been hired to review our current academic space 
planning. He will present a report in the near future. 

e The Faculty has hired its new Principal Director of Development: Catherine 
Rideout. She began her position on April 8, 2006. 

e The Awards of Distinction ceremony will take place on May 8. The three Fine 
Arts recipients are Michal Hornstein, Avi Morrow, and Liliane Stewart. 

e Convocation is on June 14. Alfred Leslie will receive an honorary doctorate. 
Tricia Middleton is arranging a student show to be held around the same time. 

e The 2006-07 operating budget will go to Senate on May 5 and then to the Board for 
approval. 


3. Question Period 


M. Murphy-Perron asked about the Parasuco store in the EV Building. Both W. Krol and R. 
Kenneally assured him that it is a temporary arrangement during renovations and that Parasuco 
will move back to their own site. 


K. Perry asked if the presentation of an Honorary Degree to Alfred Leslie at the Spring 
convocation is public and was assured that it is by the Chair. 


6. Reports from University Committees 


R. Kenneally noted that there had been a very strong and positive response to Dean Wild’s 
presentation of Fine Arts to the Board. She congratulated Dean Wild for her masterful 
presentation. A questionnaire that was endorsed by the University has recently been circulated 
to faculty members regarding Concordia’s image and reputation. Consultants have been 
brought in to advance Concordia’s strengths vis-a-vis other Canadian universities and to ensure 
that Concordia’s self-perception is mirrored in the community. 


7. Reports from the Associate Deans 
Associate Dean Brian Foss: 


B. Foss stated that 13 tuition remissions for students in graduate programmes were 
recommended for students enrolled in the Departments of Art History, Art Education and 


Studio Arts. The students are very strong, and tuition remissions will be a good technique for 
retaining them. 


The Distinguished Teaching Awards have been announced. The full time faculty recipient is 
Marielle Nitoslawska, from the Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema, and the part time faculty 
recipient is Rachael Van Fossen from the Department of Theatre. Summer courses are very 
popular and enrollment for them is up by just over 30% compared to 2005. 


The FOFA Gallery, as well as the sculpture court, will open in September. There are 4 

finalists in the competition for the sculpture court installation. They have been asked to 
prepare maquettes and a final selection will be done by the end of summer. Z. Levinson asked 
if the installation would be for 1 year? Dean Foss was uncertain. Dean Krol asked whether the 
bench in the court will stay. Dean Foss replied that likely it would go as it is not part of any of 
the installations. 


Z. Levinson asked how many summer Studio courses are being offered, and where. Dr Foss 
replied that there are 6 Studio courses for non Fine Arts students that will be held in either the 
VA building or possibly somewhere in the EV building that can accommodate the large classes 
composed of 44 students each. 


Associate Dean Wolf Krol: 


W. Krol reported that the VATC shop noise problem has been resolved, more or less. Applying 
damping material may be the solution to the sound from the ducting, but an estimate will be 
required first. 


Security in the VA building is presently problematic as the regular guard has been re-assigned 
for training to the LB building and the current guards in the VA work on a rotation basis. The 
VA Building requires security people who know what they are doing, where the keys are, etc. 
Letters and e-mails of support can be sent directly to W. Krol, or to Security with a cc to Krol. 


The Dance studios in the EV building are very pleasant and are well on their way to being 
completed. 


R. Kenneally expressed appreciation to the VATC on behalf of the Design department. T. 
Patricio has been instrumental in coordinating the use of the workshops. M. Sardella has also 
played a very important role and R. Kenneally wanted Council to recognize her work. 


K. Perry stated that the Dance studios are beautiful but the lighting fixtures are causing a 
problem vis-a-vis the ceiling height. Krol will follow up with Facilities 
Planning/Management. 


T. Stathopoulos, on behalf of the Graduate Awards Committee, congratulated Fine Arts for the 
quality of its Fine Arts graduate students. They received 25% of the 220 awards. The external 
SSHRC awards were highly successful this year. This is the highest scholarship award in 
Canada ($35,000 per year) and 20 of the 25 awards went to Concordia, with 4 of those going to 
Fine Arts students. There are 10 more scholarships available, over and above the 
departmental/faculty quotas. The deadline is May 1. 


Professor Waugh stated that Fine Arts is also proud of its students, but criticized the quota 
system of fellowships, which he likened to a “poker game” every year. T. Stathopoulos replied 
that the number of graduate students is rising every year whereas the funding is not and 
suggested that working with the Advancement Office to raise funds is the best route for 
improving the situation. T. Waugh noted that the GPDs are dissatisfied with the current 
system. How do you compare Fine Arts students with Engineering students? T. Stathopoulos 
replied that excellence is excellence and that Fine Arts had performed superbly, without 
lowering its standards to keep students. In addition, the success of Fine Arts graduate students, 
both inside and outside Concordia, is excellent. C. MacKenzie added that the timing of the 
awards is also an issue. Results are received too late to be useful. Fine Arts needs to be able to 
offer fellowships early. Is there any way to speed up the process? T. Stathopoulos replied that 
the Awards Committee needs lots of time to go through the dossiers. There are now 2 
Committees who share the work, in order to accelerate the process. However, it is to be noted 
that the Committees won’t do justice to quality adjudication if they rush through it. In 
addition, Fine Arts needs to submit applications in a more timely fashion. R. Lachapelle stated 
that if recruitment of students is the goal, procedures need to be done in a timely way, and 
decisions made locally. T. Stathopolous agreed. A time factor is definitely involved, as some 
Faculties don’t meet their quotas, and these could be re-assigned to other Faculties. Decisions 
should be made as quickly as possible. Dean Wild concluded the discussion by stating that this 
year the money was given late, and that next year should be better. 


8. University Libraries 


The Chair welcomed the Director of the University Libraries, William Curran, to Council, 
stating that the Libraries had recently received an additional $1 million dollar acquisitions 
budget, part of which had been used to support the Visual Media Resources area. 


Mr. Curran made a visual presentation and spoke on two areas of concern for the libraries: 1) 
space and 2) the acquisition budget. Student numbers have increased considerably and 
changes need to be made to the libraries to accommodate them. In 1992 there were 16,000 
Concordia students and 2.5 million printed sources. By 2004, the number of students had risen 
to 28,000 and over 2.9 million printed sources. Space plans need to reflect print and digital 
realities for the years ahead, because laptop lending, research lending, and access to electronic 
sources is up. Additional space and resources are needed, including tables and workstations, as 
well as 50 seminar rooms. The 2004-05 Annual Report for the Libraries was distributed to 
Council. Discussion ensued. Questions regarding library monitors, carrels versus tables, and 
space plans were entertained. The Library space plan, submitted in 2004, can be accessed 
through a link to the Library website. 


9. Proposal for a Concordia Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and 
Culture 


The Chair introduced the Proposal, which was before Council for its approval. Professor 
Catherine Russell, who is the Director of the Phd Humanities Programme at Concordia, was 
also present and added that the Humanities Doctoral Committee is confident that the Centre 
will remain interdisciplinary. It will have three components: 1) the Humanities 2) Social 
Sciences 3) Fine Arts. This Centre will provide an opportunity for more space and facilities 
for graduate students as well as provide a physical home for the Humanities Programme in the 
Webster Building. E. Little asked if there was a guarantee in place to support the Centre once 
it has passed Senate. Dean Wild responded that there has been an agreement, in principle, but 
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that details about how much Fine Arts will contribute is not yet known. Shared funding 
already exists. 


The following motion was proposed: 

MOTION: (B. Foss, R. Kenneally) 
“that the Faculty of Fine Arts Council approves, in principle, the establishment of a 
Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Society and Culture, as outlined in Document 
06-04-21-D1.” 

As there was no further discussion, the question was then called and CARRIED. 


10. Proposed Changes to the Mandate of Academic Programmes Committee and the 
Powers of the Council of the School of Graduate Studies 


The Chair stated that the proposal was tabled at the April Senate meeting and sent to Councils 
for comment. Council can provide comments on the proposed changes, but no decision is 
required. Senate will make the ultimate decision. A brief discussion ensued. The Chair invited 
comments. E-mail communications should be sent to Dean Wild and to Senate. 

11. Principal Director of Development, Fine Arts 

The new Director of Development, Catherine Rideout, was introduced and welcomed by the 
Chair. Ms. Rideout gave a brief outline of her background. Her focus at Concordia will be 
fundraising for Fine Arts, but she will also help other Faculties as well. 

12. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 11:35 and a light lunch was served. 


Respectfully submitted, 


S. Olshaski 
April 25, 2006 


